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PROCEEDINGS OF THE COLUMBIA HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY. 

162d meeting. January 16, 1917. 

About 125 members and guests were present at the 162d 
meeting held in the banquet room of The Shoreham Hotel, on 
the evening of January 16, 1917. The president, Mr. Clark, 
presided and after announcing new members, and the names 
of persons who will address the Society during the winter, 
introduced the historian of the evening, Mrs. Margaret Brent 
Downing, whose communication dealt with the "Earliest Pro- 
prietors of Capitol Hill." The subject was discussed by Mr. 
Callaghan, Dr. Morgan, Dr. Tindall and President Clark. 

The second part of the evening was devoted to honoring the 
memory of our late manager — Louis Pierce Shoemaker. A 
Eesolution of sympathy, prepared by the president, was read, 
and the "In Memoriam" was given by Mr. John A. Saul. 
Other tributes to his memory were paid by Mr. Callaghan, 
Judge Bundy and President Clark. 

The evening closed with the Annual Election and reports 
of officers; all officers for 1916 were reelected, except the 
treasurer and corresponding secretary, Mr. Cuno H. Rudolph 
and Mr. William F. Roberts being elected to those offices re- 
spectively. Mr. William Van Zant Cox and William Henry 
Dennis were elected to the Board of Managers, to serve until 
1921. 

163d meeting. February 20, 1917. 

President Clark presided at the 163d meeting, in the Gold 
Room of The Shoreham Hotel on February 20, 1917, when 
about 125 members and guests were present. 

After announcements by the Chair, the first communica- 
tion of the evening was given by Dr. Tindall, and dealt with 
the "Beginnings of Street Railways in the National Capital." 

The second communication was by Rev. George Williamson 
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Smith, D.D., and was entitled "A Critical Moment for Wash- 
ington/ ' written from his personal knowledge and observa- 
tion during the Civil War. Discussion of both papers fol- 
lowed, and Mr. H. K. Willard and Mr. Washington Topham 
displayed pictures of old Washington, and added items of 
interest as to early passenger traffic. 

164ih meeting. March 20, 1917. 

The March meeting was held on the twentieth of the month 
in the Gold Boom of The Shoreham Hotel, with President 
Clark in the chair, and an audience of about 175 members and 
guests. 

The Chair read a Washington Post editorial describing the 
beauty and significance of the illuminated dome of the Capitol, 
adding some interesting facts about the "poem in white 
marble,' ' and then introduced the speakers of the evening. 
The first paper was the history of "An Old Washington 
Mansion' ' (No. 2017 I Street, N.W.) by Miss Maud Burr 
Morris, and the second paper was by Prof. Selden M. Ely, who 
enumerated the names of "Patriots of the Bevolutionary 
Period who are Interred here or in Arlington," — who consti- 
tute, Prof. Ely claims, a valid claim for the right of suffrage 
in the District of Columbia. 

Some Bevolutionary muster rolls were exhibited by Miss 
Sally S. Mackall, and the papers were discussed by Mrs. Corra 
Bacon-Foster, Mr. William Van Zant Cox and Miss Jackson. 

165th meeting. April 17, 1917. 

Mr. Gist Blair read a sketch about "Silver Spring,' ' in 
Montgomery County, Md., as the first paper of the evening, 
at the 165th meeting of the Society, held April 17, 1917, in 
the Gold Boom of The Shoreham Hotel. 

This was followed by a patriotic and stirring address by 
Bear-Admiral Colby M. Chester, on the subject of "National 
Defense. ' ' 

President Clark presided, and there were about 100 persons 
present. 
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166th meeting. May 15, 1917. 

The Society met in the Gold Room of The Shoreham Hotel 
on the evening of May 15, 1917, with an unusually large at- 
tendance of members and guests. President Clark presided 
and announced that owing to sudden indisposition of the Sec- 
retary, Mrs. Mary Stevens Beall, the reading of the Minutes 
of the last meeting would be postponed. He then read the paper 
of the evening, entitled " Washington Under Mayor Richard 
Wallach," which consisted of a collection, from newspapers 
of the day, personal reminiscences and other sources, of his- 
toric events, anecdotes and biographical sketches of local celeb- 
rities of greater or less degree, making a most valuable con- 
tribution to local 'history. Interesting items were added by 
Mr. Topham, Dr. Tindall, Mr. Saul and Judge Bundy. 

At the close of the discussion, Mr. Topham spoke of the 
great fidelity, efficiency and interest in the affairs of the 
society, of its secretary, who y until that evening, had the un- 
usual record of not having been absent from a single meeting 
during the many years of the Society's existence, and at his 
instance, a Resolution was passed, extending to Mrs. Beall the 
sympathy of the members of the Society in her illness. Miss 
Morris was directed to record the proceedings of the meeting. 
After a short farewell speech by the Chair, the society was 
disbanded for the summer. 

167th meeting. November 20, 1917. 

President Clark presided, and welcomed the members and 
guests present at the opening meeting of the season, held 
November 20, 1917, in the Gold Room of The Shoreham Hotel, 
in a short speech, mentioning many important events that 
had occurred during the summer, including the passage of the 
Shepherd "Dry" law, and two Liberty Bond Issues by the 
United States Government. He also announced the death of 
several members and the acquisition of new members, and 
then introduced Mr. Henry E. Davis, who read a paper on 
"A Celebrated Case of Early Days: U. S. vs. Henry Pittman," 
dealing with the trial of the latter for the attempted murder 
of John Corse, in Alexandria, Va., in the year 1827. 
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The death of our former Secretary, Mrs. Beall, was also an- 
nounced as having occurred shortly after the last meeting, and 
the appointment of Miss Morris to fill the vacancy caused by 
her death. A resolution prepared by President Clark was 
then read, and a copy directed to be sent to the family of Mrs. 
Beall, and to be entered upon the Minutes, as follows : 

"Mary Stevens Beall passed from the earthly life Satur- 
day, the nineteenth day of May, in the current year. On the 
Tuesday evening immediately preceding, and the time of the 
last meeting of the Society for the season, she had a stroke of 
paralysis from which she did not revive. 

"Mrs. Beall for twenty-one years had been the secretary of 
the Columbia Historical Society ; and except for a short time 
following the organization, the only secretary. 

"In the discharge of duty, Mrs. Beall exhibited an extra- 
ordinary example of fidelity — a fidelity 'as constant as the 
stars that never vary. ' 

"Despite severity of weather or any untoward condition, 
she, in the long period, missed but two sessions, and those be- 
cause of near bereavement. 

"Mrs. Beall for the secretaryship had aptitude and ability. 
She was enthusiastically inclined to historical research and 
contributed to its store. She was thorough in the detail. Her 
enunciation was peculiarly distinct. The accounts of the pro- 
ceedings, which might have been dry, have interest and 
piquancy by literary grace. 

"Mrs. BealPs days were full and useful. She was helpful 
in religious and in educational work. As a mother and as a 
grandmother she fulfilled the noblest work of all. Of the 
troubles she likely had more than an equal share. These with 
good sense, she offset by good nature. She learned 'the luxury 
of doing good. ' 

"To the officers and members of .the Columbia Historical 
Society, the severance of the long association causes deep 
sorrow. The memory of Mrs. Beall by them will be cherished 
until their days, too, are consummated. 
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"Resolved: That this expression be recorded upon the Min- 
utes of proceedings, and a copy transmitted to the family." 

The "In MemoriaEa" to Mrs. Beall was prepared by Miss 
Cordelia Jackson, who verbally paid a glowing tribute* to our 
late Secretary; this was followed by additional eulogies by 
Mr. Clark, Dr. Morgan and Mr. Dennis. 

168th meeting. December 18, 1917. 

The last meeting of the year was held on the evening of 
December 18, in the Gold Room of The Shoreham Hotel, with 
an audience of about 65 persons, President Clark presiding. 

The first paper of the evening was by Mr. Walter C. Cle- 
phane, who read a sketch of the life of " Lewis Clephane, a 
Pioneer Washington Republican" and well known to many of 
those present. This was followed by a most comprehensive 
and detailed account of the life of u Clara Barton, Humani- 
tarian/ J by Mrs. Corra Bacon-Foster, both of which papers 
are valuable additions to our Records. 

* Copy of the ' ' In Memoriam ' ' appears in this volume. 



